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Protect Yourself and Others; Make the Best of What We Have

Normalcy? New Housing? And, Enjoy the Outdoors!

Social distancing from friends and family has
caused a massive shake-up in our daily lives. The
big question that everyone is
likely thinking about: “Will we
ever get back to our old way of
life?” I don’t know that anyone
has a clear-cut answer to that
question.

Schuylkill County was
moved into the “Green Phase”
a number of weeks ago with
some restrictions mandated by
Governor Wolf. It's important
to remember that we’re deal-
ing with an uncertain virus.
So much about coronavirus is
still unknown and its spread in
many places remains out of control.

How you deal with the virus threat has been said

RICK BUBECK
Council President

by some to be a personal choice. Most of us, how-
ever, are impacted by societal responsibilities based
on our own circumstances. How does one maintain
physical, emotional and psychological health when
ensuring the safety of family, friends, and providing
for children if our schools don’t open or have modi-
fied schedules?

Listen to our health care professionals and fol-
low their guidelines. Wash your hands for at least 20
seconds. Use sanitizer on your hands when soap and
water are not available. Maintain social distancing
when around people and continue to wear your face-
mask when out-and-about.

This COVID-19 virus takes no prisoners. PLEASE
protect your family, yourself, and others.

New addition coming to Orwigsburg
I'm sure most people have already heard that a
- Continued on page 2

Orwigsburg Police Department

Officers to Be Equipped With Body Cameras

The officers of the Orwigsburg Police
Department (OPD) will soon sport body
cameras. Thanks to generous donations
from a local organization and numer-
ous prominent business leaders, $21,240
was raised to purchase six body cameras,
related hardware, and a server to store the
video. No taxpayer money is being used for
the purchase of this equipment.

The cameras were ordered in early July

implementation of these body cameras has
nothing to do with current events; but, is
rather, a natural evolution to state-of-the-
art equipment employed by OPD.

This progression to body cameras
actually started in the early 90s when the
department implemented its first in-car
cameras. These cameras utilized 8 mm vid-
eo-cassettes. At that time, in-car cameras
were still a new technology. They weren’t

and are expected to arrive in late summer.
Upon arrival, a policy for their use will be written and
reviewed, hardware installed, and operational training
of officers completed. The department should begin
utilization in early-to-mid-fall. The purchase and

SPECIAL INSERT In This Issue

Landlord / Tenant Property Inspection Criteria
Increases Communication Among
Property Owners, Tenants & Orwigsburg Borough

- Continued on page 4
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Orwigsburg Borough Council meets the
First and Second Wednesday of each month
beginning at 7 p.m. in the Council Chambers,
second floor of the Orwigsburg Municipal
Building, 209 North Warren Street.

Both meetings are open to the public. A
Work Session for discussions and setting of an
agenda takes place on the First Wednesday; the
Business Meeting is then held on the Second
Wednesday.

OFFICIAL BOROUGH HOLIDAYS

Orwigsburg Borough offices and services
will be closed on the following days in 2020 in
observance of the stated holidays - New Year’s
Day, Jan. 1; Good Friday, April 10; Memorial Day,
May 25; Independence Day, July 3 (observed);
Labor Day, Sept. 7; Veterans’ Day, Nov. 11;
Thanksgiving, Nov. 26 and 27; Christmas Eve
and Day, Dec. 24 and 25.
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Council President

- Continued from Page 1

new development - called Blue Mountain Village -
is being planned across E. Market Street from the
Schuylkill Lodge building. This development, in one
form or another, has been in the planning stage for
the past 14 years.

The word “development” often carries the assump-
tion of growth. Smart growth will always bring oppor-
tunities for our town and the surrounding area.

Blue Mountain Village will be built in stages. Once
the build-out schedule is complete, the development
will have 324 units, consisting of 36 townhouses and
288 condominium units.

Orwigsburg Borough Council and our engineer-
ing firms have taken essential steps to ensure this
development has met all our goals, standards, and
requirements to transition into our community and
surrounding area.

Summer fun for everyone

Summer is finally here. If you needed an excuse
to spend time outdoors, the COVID-19 virus has given
you one.

Camping with family is one of the best ways to
enjoy the outdoors. Sitting around a campfire, telling
stories, roasting marshmallows, and sleeping under
the night sky ... ahhh, that’s the life. Whether you
enjoy camping, swimming, hiking and biking, get out
and enjoy what nature has to offer. Go Phillies!

- Rick Bubeck, Council President




LIMITED TIME OFFER | &

HEALTH SAVINGS
//‘3%@&&) to keep

your family going.

* Save on your Prescriptions at
local pharmacies or mail-order.

* Discounts on Eye & Ear Care.

Plus Checking Health Benefits at
&
until December 31,2020.

please visit a local branch to be issued
your unique member card and ID number.

%7 Prescriptions, Eye and Hearing Care

> Access your benefits by snapping a picture of the QR code
or visit: strategycorps.com/bazing-in-this-together-fis/

Member FDIC | powered byo

'@ RIVERVIEW BANK
AND ITS OPERATING DIVISIONS
1' 888 '765 '7551 CB-I-BAN|(< Citizens Neighborhood Bank

-3 - Orwigsburg Happenings AUGUST 2020




Orwigsburg Business & Professional Association

Some Event Gatherings Cancelled; New Ones Created

The Orwigsburg Business & Professional
Association (OBPA) regrets that this year’s Farm-to-
Square event in August and the annual Heritage Day
celebration in early September were cancelled due to
the Center for Disease Control’s COVID-19 guidelines
and the Pennsylvania order to limit outside gather-
ings to 250 persons.

Unfortunately, these decisions were necessary to
help halt the spread of the virus and to protect the
health and safety of residents and visitors to our
town.

Help for our local eateries

Those same COVID-19 guidelines and precautions
have “put a hurt” on all of us personally, but even
more harshly on our local merchants, small busi-
nesses, and especially our restaurant/eatery owners
and employees.

With restaurants forced to limit the number of
inside patrons, many adjusted to create larger social-
ly-distanced outside dining opportunities on their
own property. Some didn’t have that luxury.

When there is a need, an idea is usually hatched
by the concerned - witness “Downtown Dine-Out!”

Orwigsburg Borough, its Police Department, and
OBPA teamed to host two Downtown Dine-Out events,
one on June 30 and again on July 16. The M&T / OBPA
Community Parking Lot on Centre Square was cleared
of vehicles each evening from 6 to 8 p.m. to create a
make-shift dining patio.

Residents were encouraged to spend an evening
“out on the town” by ordering take-out from any of
our great eateries, bring their own adult beverage, and
enjoy a beautiful summer’s night on Centre Square.
The Borough arranged for tables and chairs; the Police
provided the safety for all participants and motorists;
and OBPA arranged for the live entertainment.

Approximately 55 persons of all ages took advan-
tage of the June event, many spending the full
two hours. A local winery was invited to the July
Downtown Dine-Out, offering tastings, adult slush-
ies, and full bottles of their product to enjoy with the
meal. This event was enjoyed by more than 80 people.
Social distancing was observed.

HAMILTON-

BREINER
FUNERAL HOME

& Cremation Services, Inc.
WAYNE S. HAMILTON, SUPERVISOR
KENNETH J. BREINER, FUNERAL DIRECTOR

www.orwigsburgfuneral.com

—— 570-366-0521 ———
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Monthly meetings start up again

OBPA holds membership meetings on the first
Thursday of each month, though stay-at-home orders
stopped that practice from April through June.
Meetings returned in July and August outdoors at the
Albrights Woods pavilion.

Interested in joining this lively and active OBPA
group? Send us an email at obpamembership@gmail.
com with your contact information to get your own
personal invite with all the information on activi-
ties and our mission. Enhanced communications and
member promotions are key 2020-21 goals.

Supporting other organizations, Orwigsburg
Borough, and the community in general is a prime
part of OBPA’s mission. New, fresh ideas how OBPA
can assist with bettering the Greater Orwigsburg area
are invited and encouraged.

Police Department

- Continued from Page 1

very reliable, broke often, and were utilized on-and-
off by our officers. While the cameras didn’'t always
work; but, when they did, the OPD had success using
these cameras in making various arrests.

Fast forward to 2016 ... the OPD installed a
WatchGuard in-car camera system on a brand new
Ford Explorer. Camera technology had come a long
way from two decades prior. The new system record-
ed in high definition, digitally stored video on a hard
drive, and was always recording whenever the ignition
was turned on. Since 2016, the WatchGuard camera
system has been installed on our 2018 and 2020 Ford
Explorers.

Spurred by the success other local departments
- such as Pottsville and Schuylkill Haven - have
had with body cameras, Chief John Koury began to
look at this possibility in spring of 2019. We tested
a WatchGuard body camera that integrates with the
in-car cameras and provides up to three different
vantage points for incidents - a dashboard camera, a
panoramic dashboard camera, and a body worn cam-
era. At the time, the cost for the body cameras and
additional hardware was about $16,000. That cost
meant body cameras would remain on our “wish list”
for at least the foreseeable future.

In June of this year, that wish list item became
a reality thanks to generous donations from the fol-
lowing: Orwigsburg Lions Club, H.B. Steele and Son,
Brock Stein, Gregory Skalar, Jeff Spotts, Ed Keyworth
III, Robert Carl, Jr., Curtis Bates, Frank and Dale
Schoeneman, John Boyer, Brian Rich, Roy Heim, Sud
Patel, Steve Field, Bob Green, Matt Bates, Albert Evans,
Jr., and William Heckman.

The Orwigsburg Police Department thanks all
those who donated toward this cause as it will help us
in our mission to keep Orwigsburg safe!

- Officer Robert Bechtel
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Orwigsburg Area Free Public Library

Our Doors Are Open! You'’re Welcome In-Person or Online!

“Libraries are not made; they grow.”
- Augustine Birrell

The Orwigsburg Area Free Public Library is open
and continues to serve the Orwigsburg community
and surrounding municipalities six days per week.

Although these days are filled with uncertainty,
the Library has learned to adapt and provide many
services in an online world. Our staff has continued
to think progressively and has moved the Library pro-
gramming forward through virtual means.

The Library has e-books and now has a 24/7
Virtual Library Experience through a new program
called Beanstack. The Beanstack “app” has activities,
challenges and ideas for patrons of all ages.

Our Summer Reading program was able to func-
tion through the Orwigsburg Area Free Public Library’s
“YouTube Channel.” Yes - our very own YouTube
Channel! Anyone can access it through the Library’s
Facebook page. Look for the big blue button that says
“Watch Video.”

Stories, crafts, and art instruction have been avail-
able for all to see and enjoy. Lots of stories had coor-
dinating activity packets that could be picked up at
the Library. The Library plans to continue to provide
stories, art instruction and activities on our YouTube
Channel through the fall. Don’t forget to watch!

Have you seen the Library’s Facebook challenges,

trivia contests and
book club discus-
sions? Make sure you
watch for more fun
headed for everyone.
What will the Library
think of next?

Remember, the

Library is here to pro-
vide both educational and recreational materials
to patrons with books, DVDs, audio and more. The
Library has computers available with printing, copy-
ing, scanning and faxing services - all at low cost.

A note from Board President, Cara Bates

“The Orwigsburg Library continues to be humbled
by the generosity of the Library’s patrons, especially
during such difficult times. The state-mandated clo-
sure was certainly unexpected and unplanned. The
Library is thankful to be able to reopen our doors.

“Things look a little different. The staff has cre-
ated a virtual presence for everyone’s safety, until
the Library can once again welcome all programming,
clubs, groups and activities back in full force.

“As always, thank you to our community for
your continued support. We hope to see you at the
Orwigsburg Area Free Public Library soon!”

- Claudia Gross, Library Director

Orwigsbhurg

Service Center, Inc.
712 West Market Street ¢ Orwigsburg, PA

We remain OPEN during this difficult time in order to

serve you. Should you need us, please call to schedule
your appointment. STAY SAFE & HEALTHY!

' 570:366:4600
"Your Hometown Professionals”
&

uckiSenvice)

Foreign & Domestic * Truck & Fleet Repairs
Tires * Alignments < A/C Repairs
Brakes ¢ Tune-Ups < Batteries

www.orwigsburgservicecenter.com

HOURS: .
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.
I\?i':n I-.I'?:el-:opAward Sat. by Appt. @

(610) 587-8709
(570) 968-4096

24 Hour Emergency
Towing

A &K Towing Service LLC

PA State Inspections, Automotive Repairs
Auto Body & Detailing For All Vehicles

(570) 968-4099 fax
Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00

605 Industrial Drive
Orwigsburg, PA 17961

Thomas P harmacy

our Hometown Pharmacy for Over 50 Years

Under New Ownership

Ask About Our New Mobile App

HOURS: Monday-Friday 9 a.m.-6 p.m. | Visa"
Saturday 9 a.m.-2 p.m. * Sunday - Closed @

570-366-0381 » Fax: 366-0203

101 West Market Street « Orwigsburg, PA

www.thomaspharmacy.net
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MARKET STREET
WASH RITE

718 West Market Street
Orwigsburg, PA 17961

Touchless Automatic with Rain X
Spot Free Rinse!

910-366-3740
The Best Carwash In Town!

Powerful Vacuums with Scent
Need Air? - We’ve Got It!
Gift and Fleet Cards Available

STROUSE BROTHERS, INC.

Excavating & Septic Service
P.S.M.A. Member

970-366-0440

Orwigsburg
* Septic Systems
Installed, Replaced
and Repaired

* Septic Tanks &

Cesspools Cleaned o year Round

Cleaning
* Pumps
Serviced
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Veterans Community Memorial Hall

The Orwigsburg Veterans Memorial
Development Taskforce remains focused
on working with the Borough of Orwigsburg
for the completion of the Veterans
Community Memorial renovation.

within four to six weeks, hopefully this
fall or winter. Construction is now antici-
pated to begin in the spring of 2021 and
should be completed in approximately
one year from start.

Final work at Memorial Hall has been delayed, due
primarily by the shutdown of state offices and other
agencies caused by the COVID-19 virus. A $750,000
grant, through the state Redevelopment Assistance
Capital Program (RACP), was approved by Governor
Wolf in 2018. The scope of work, appraisal, and
revised budget was submitted in November 2019.
Interim financing for the project was arranged by the
Borough and received in late December. The state
indicated acceptability in January.

In early April this year, the state confirmed the
RACP grant application was submitted and in the PA
Office of Budget. Its staff was continuing work, but
remotely due to the virus closure order of state offic-
es. No timeframe for completion of the application
review or for final contract signature has been given.

The most recent update in July sounded optimis-
tic under the current pandemic environment. The
Taskforce believes the $750,000 RACP monies for this
project, encumbered by the State, will not/cannot be
adversely affected.

Once the PA Office of Budget completes its review,
the official RACP agreement will be finalized. Bid
documents can then be prepared and ready to issue

Final work to be done

Combined project work, funded by the RACP grant
and additional funds raised locally by the Taskforce,
includes interior improvements to the main gym
area and meeting room. Kitchen improvements will
include new appliances/equipment and improved
storage. The goal is to create a catering kitchen of
approximately 500 square feet.

A permanent office and meeting space for the
local veterans organizations, including the VFW and
American Legion, will be provided in the building.
The foyer will feature a Veterans Honor Board, list-
ing all submitted and otherwise known local veterans
by name and conflict era. All contributors to the
Veterans Community Memorial Hall renovations since
the inception of the renovation project, including
individuals, businesses and non-profits, will be rec-
ognized. The original Orwigsburg Court House clock
cupola, under restoration by the Schuylkill Masonic
Lodge, will have a place in the foyer.

Contributions are still needed to bring the proj-
ect to its successful completion. Send contribu-
tions to: Orwigsburg Veterans Memorial Development
Taskforce, P.O. Box 157, Orwigsburg, PA 17961.

107 Rt. 183 North « Schuylkill Haven

Conveniently Located on Rt. 183, Just North of the Rt. 443 Intersection

570-739-3610

[ROUIRSS Mem = Saft © adin. @ © [t
Sumeky 11 &dito = 5 [Ddito

LARGEE SELECTTON
OIF CRAFT
DOMIESTTIC

[MPORTS

NOW SEULING
@ [PACKS amel
SINGLES

Try our

Mobile
App!

FREE Rx DELIVERY!

PINE GROVE
PHARMACY

ALL TOGETHER HEALTHY

e Caring Professionals e Medication Synchronizing

Who Listen e Compounding Specialists
e Special Medication e Diabetic Supplies
Packaging * Wellness Products

570-345-4422
10 East Pottsville Street, Pine Grove, PA 17963
pinegroverx@gmail.com e PineGrovePharmacy.com
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Orwigsburg Historical Society & Museum

Celebrating 26 Years Preserving Local History
2020 26th ANNIVERSARY MEMBERSHIP

The Orwigsburg Historical Society (OHS)
& Museum, 109 East Mifflin St., is open to the
public on Tuesday and Thursday each week
from noon to 4 p.m. and can be made avail-

able at other times by appointment. Contact IName:

Celebrating 26 years of preserving the history and culture of
Orwigsburg and Southern Schuylkill County in 2020!

the society by calling 570-617-7809 or 570-
366-8769.

ICity/'l'own:

Street Address/P.O. Box:

Zip Code: I

State:
Virus plan now in place |Teephore: Email:
OHS re-opened for visitation on Tuesday, Type of Membership (Please Check One):
O Individual $20.00 [ Family $25.00 [ Corporate $50.00

June 9, following nearly three months closed |
due to COVID-19 and the statewide shutdown.

The society hosted its first public program
since the closure on July 9 - “Your Backyard
Geology & Archaeology” - presented by Jeri
Jones, owner of Jones Geological Services. |

Museum administration and volunteers
have been following guidelines from the
Center for Disease Control for community-based orga-
nizations and guidelines from the PA State Governor’s
office. Based upon all recommendations, the society
has developed and implemented an approved COVID-
19 Action Plan. This plan will continue to assist both
volunteers and visitors with adhering to the most cur-
rent guidelines for keeping everyone safe and healthy.
As new developments arise, the society will continue
to adapt and notify the community of any changes to
this policy.

family:

MAIL THIS FORM AND
CHECK MADE PAYABLETO: 109 East Mifflin St., Orwigsburg, PA 17961

Phone 570-366-8769 for more information

X

I would like to make a contribution to the “2020 26th Anniversary Campaign” to help with I
much needed revitalization to the historic headquarters in the amount of $
This contribution is “in honor of”/“in memory of” (please circle one) the following person/ I

Orwigsburg Historical Society & Museum I

Volunteers and financial support

This year, OHS is celebrating its 26th year. Won’t
you please volunteer to help preserve history? There
are many needs and opportunities, including helping
with membership and community outreach, geneal-
ogy and historical research, programs, or keeping the
museum open for visitors.

Financial donations, society membership, and
gifts of products and services are greatly appreciated.

725 W. Market St. * Orwigsburg
www.PawPrintsPetSalon.com &

Enrich Your Dog’s Mind
& Body

At Our
Dog
Daycare

BUSINESS HOURS

MONDAY-FRIDAY
7:30a.m. -7 p.m.

SAT.:9a.m.-5p.m.
SUNDAY: CLOSED

570-366-4984

—
VISA

-9-
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State Senator David G. Argall

Recent Laws Put Muscle Into Fighting Blight

For many Pennsylvania communities
- both large and small - blighted build-
ings remain a serious
threat to the future of
their neighborhoods, as
seen on South Liberty
Street where six tenants
recently lost their place

to live.
During the past
decade, a bipartisan

subject to municipal ordinance
prosecutions.

Act 153 of 2012 -
Authorizes local, standalone
entities - land banks - to
acquire, manage and dispose
of tax delinquent or abandoned
properties with the goal of get-
ting them back into productive
use.

Act 152 of 2016 - Gives

effort in the state House

of Representatives and Senate has
Senator begun to make some real progress
David Argall  jj the war against blight. Some of

the new laws enacted in the past 10 years include:
Act 90 of 2010 - Allows municipalities to collect
costs related to code violations by filing judgments
against property owners, not just liens against the
properties. This law also allows municipalities to
deny applications for municipal permits and licenses
if the applicant is delinquent on taxes or other munic-
ipal charges or if any property owned by the applicant
is in serious violation of code with no substantial
actions taken to abate the problem. The Act also clari-
fies that municipalities may extradite property own-
ers who live outside of Pennsylvania in order to be

Orwigsburg Happenings AUGUST 2020

counties the authority to apply
a fee through the Recorder of Deeds office of up to
$15 for each deed and mortgage recorded to be used
for a demolition program in that respective county.

Act 38 of 2018 - Clarifies that ownership respon-
sibilities for a tax delinquent property will remain
with the owner of record until the property is sold
and the deed is transferred to the new owner. It
closed the loophole and kept responsibility with the
appropriate party - the negligent owner who was
cited for the violations in the first place.

Blight is not a “one size fits all” problem so it is
critical to have numerous strategies to tackle prob-
lems when they arise. I will continue doing what I can
to help provide communities with the support they
need to effectively deal with blighted properties.

State Rep. Jerry Knowles

Tax/Rent Rebate Extended

Due to COVID-19 and the stay-at-home orders,
there has been confusion regarding the filing deadline
for the Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program for 2019.
The usual deadline would be June
30, 2020, but has been extended
due to the pandemic until Dec. 31,
2020 for 2019 income.

The Property Tax/Rent Rebate
is available to Pennsylvania resi-
dents, age 65 or older, a widow
or widower who is 50 and older,
an individual with a spouse 65 or
older, and people with disabilities
age 18 and older.

The income limit is $35,000
per year for homeowners and
$15,000 for renters. It is impor-
tant to note that half of Social Security income is
excluded for this program. This program considers
income levels as well as property taxes or rent paid
when determining the rebate amount. The maximum
standard rebate amount is $650.

If you are unsure if you qualify, have questions
about the program, or would like assistance with
completing an application, please call my Tamaqua
District Office at 570-668-1240.

Representative
Jerry Knowles
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Borough Services Update . . . and Events!

Town yard sale is August 15

The Orwigsburg Town-Wide Yard Sale returns on
Saturday, Aug. 15 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. following a
one-year hiatus in 2019 due to lacking an organizer.
This year a group of yard sale enthusiasts, headed by
resident Tammy Souder, and aided by social media
promotion brings a return of this town event.

If inclement weather puts a damper on August 15,
the rain date is one week later on Saturday, Aug. 22.

Team Orwigsburg is active again

Team Orwigsburg, a local volunteer mission team,
will resume meetings at Salem United Methodist
Church on September 7 beginning at 7 p.m.

The team has resumed monthly dinners, served at
Applewood apartments in Orwigsburg, and continues
to do local volunteer work as they “heal hearts and
homes.” New faces are always welcome!

Labor Day & Veterans Day

The national holiday to honor workers - Labor
Day - will be celebrated on Monday, Sept. 7. All
Borough offices will be closed in observance of the
holiday. Refuse collection will be delayed one day to
Wednesday, Sept. 9 and Saturday, Sept. 12.

Veterans Day services in Bicentennial Park, corner
of N. Liberty St. and Market Street at the western end
of Centre Square, always marked at the 11th hour of
the 11th day of the 11th month - Wednesday, Nov. 11

this year. Please plan to be a part of this solemn event.
Being an official holiday for workers, all Orwigsbug
Borough operations will be closed on Veterans Day.
Refuse collection will not be affected by this holiday.

In need of health aids?

Are you or a loved one in need of any of these
items to aid in recovery from illness or surgery?
e Wheelchair

e Walker - stationary & folding

e Hospital bed - manual & electric
¢ Cane - single and multi-legged

e Crutches

e Shower seat

¢ Bedside commode/bedpan

e Over-toilet seat with handrails

e Temporary tub hand rail

e Recliner chair with auto-lift seat

The Orwigsburg Lions’ “Health Equipment Loan
Program” provides these items to local residents at no
charge as a community service. To arrange a loan, call
Larry Dagna at 570-617-6149

Borough Office now open to the public
Following a several month closure due to COVID-
19 orders, the Orwigsburg Borough Office, 209 N.
Warren St., is again open to the public for bill-paying
or other business matters during regular hours -

S strong.

Tompkins is here to help you get through this.
With online and mobile banking, programs to help
our lending customers weather the storm, and
peace of mind knowing that our focus is you.

Schuylkill Haven Branch | 237 Route 61 South
(570) 385-6890

Our community

TOMPKINS *

VIST Bank

VISTBank.com

MEMBER FDIC LENDER

EQUAL HOUSING
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Borough Services Update . . . and Events!

Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Visitors are asked to wear a face mask, enter
through the front door only, and observe signs indi-
cating traffic flow and number of occupants allowed
at any one time. Exiting is through the side door to
the parking lot along W. Mifflin St. Special accommo-
dations can be made for handicapped needs.

Halloween shrieks and scares

Halloween is a special time in Orwigsburg. Plans
are still on, but CDC and State
orders regarding gatherings
could require changes in how
the public can participate.

This vyear’s ghoul parade,
coordinated by the Lions Club
and the Borough, will be fea-
tured Wednesday, Oct. 28.

As in the past, the parade will form on Margaret
Avenue, beginning at 6 p.m. Marchers, floats, and
service vehicles will begin the parade, stepping off at
7 p.m.

To register your group for the parade or to obtain
more information, contact Mike Swenson at 570-617-
6050 or mikelswenson@gmail.com.

Trick-or-Treat - Youngsters dressed as princesses,
super heroes, movie characters, ghosts and goblins are
invited to go door-to-door during Orwigsburg’s desig-
nated Trick-or-Treat on Halloween night - Thursday,
Oct. 29 - between the hours of 6 and 8 p.m.

%U@

Providing Year Round Comfort

CALL US AT 570-366-1275

Fresook WWW.HBSTEELEOIL.COM
17 Municipal Road ¢ PO Box 375 ¢ Orwigsburg, PA 17961 « PA9761

Monthly large item pickup

At the present time due to COVID-19 precautions,
County Waste is not accepting “fabric” large items.
For any change in this policy, check the Borough web-
site: Orwigsburg.gov.

One large item may be placed at the curb beside

your regular trash -
once per month. The Month Tues. Fri.

collection date is | Aug. 11 14
the second Tuesday
of each month for Sept. 9 12
residents on Market Oct. 13 16
Street and north and
the Friday following Nov. 10 13

the second Tuesday LARGE ITEM PICKUP DATES
for residents south of Market Street.

Orwigsburg Area Food Pantry

The Orwigsburg Area Food Pantry is housed at
St. John’s UCC, 232 E. Market St., and is supported
by eight area churches. Non-perishables or mon-
etary donations are always needed. Distribution to
qualified individuals and families is made the third
Saturday of each month from 9 to 11 a.m. Call the
Pantry at 570-366-2255 for more information, need,
or to help in any way.

Currently due to virus precautions, drive-thru dis-
tribution only will be observed.

Spotts earns Nationwide award

Spotts Insurance Group has
earned the Premier Presidents
Award from Nationwide Insurance
for the 13th year. It recognizes
outstanding performance by its
top U.S. agencies, according to
Jeffrey Spotts, president of the
local company.

Spotts Insurance Group is a
full-service agency and a trusted
resource for insurance and finan-
cial products since 1993. Nine
offices - including in Schuylkill
Haven and Pine Grove - serve Schuylkill, Berks,
Carbon, Lehigh, and Chester counties.

MEMNOGHIENERIAUS

SITE OFFICE: Rt. 901, Minersville

SUVBDLEIBAS

GET YOUR GARDEN AND
LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES NOW!

MULCH TOPSOIL
CRUSHED STONE

a DECORATIVE STONE ¢ ROCK
WE HAVE RICE, BUCK, NUT AND PEA COAL BULK AND

JEFFREY SPOTTS

(OAL

BAGS-PICK UP ONLY! STOP IN OR CALL FOR DETAILS.
Mon.-Fri. 8 to 4; Sat. 8 to 3
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Zions Red Church

Welcome to Zion’s Red Church, the oldest con-
gregation located in the heart of southern Schuylkill
County. We are a shared ministry of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church and the United Church of Christ,
located at 1287 Centre Turnpike (Route 61) just
south of Orwigsburg. Worship services are held every
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. with the Rev. Ken Melber, Jr.

As of June, we are worshipping in-person again on
Sunday mornings. Social distancing protocols are in
place as well as all members and guests wear masks.
We continue to monitor guidelines given by the CDC
and the state of Pennsylvania.

Everything is subject to change right now, but we
are trying our best to provide worship in meaningful
ways as well as keeping the safety of all in mind. We
live-stream our 10:30 a.m. service on Facebook. Live-
streams and other online resources can be found at
the website for Friedens Lutheran Church, our sister
congregation, at NRLP.ORG. See the right panel for
links.

Pastor Ken has been leading one-night topics of
interest on Mondays throughout July and August. The
topic for August 17th is “Letting Go: How to Forgive
Others and Yourself.” On August 24th, we will discuss
“Lutheran and Reformed: Why We Do What We Do.”
Times for both are from 6 to 7:30 p.m. No registration
is necessary and everyone is welcome to attend.

Beginning this fall, Bible Study will resume weekly

on Sunday afternoons from 1 to 2:30 p.m. The Book
of Romans is our topic. No registration is necessary.

Our friends - “The Dogs” - from Falkner Swamp
UCC, Gilbertsville will participate in worship on
Sunday, Sept. 20. Come and enjoy favorite hymns
and other worship songs played on guitar and sung
with beautiful harmonies. A luncheon will follow and
everyone is welcome to attend.

Contact our church office at (570) 366-1178 for
any information about our Sunday service, Bible study
sessions, church rental spaces, or other events. Find
us online at zionsredchurch.com or join our Facebook

page.

St. John’s UCC

St. John’s United Church of Christ in Orwigsburg
welcomes everyone to join us inside the church or on
our website at www.stjohnorwigsburg.org. Worship
is held every Sunday at 10 a.m. and the service can be
viewed later that afternoon on the website.

St. John’s houses the Orwigsburg Area Food
Pantry, where monthly distribution is made to those
in need on the third Saturday of each month from 9
to 11 a.m. Presently the distribution is by drive-thru
only, and recipients are asked to please wear masks
and remain in their cars. Volunteers will put the gro-
cery box inside each car as they pass through the line.

We sponsor many community activities through-
out our calendar year, but presently are “on hold” for

Are you worried about your
child’s preschool education?
Wondering how you can
afford to pay for a quality
program for your child?

Ready for school and a lifetime of learning

Child Development, Inc. is continuing to provide connections to our
families and children during this difficult time. We are also
connecting with families to enroll their preschool children for the
upcoming school year.

We understand your income may have been lowered or lost totally
and we may be able to help. Our preschool programming is
absolutely Free. You may contact us at our website or phone
number and our caring staff will help guide you through the
enrollment process. Child Development, Inc. wants to ensure
families from all over Schuylkill County have access to a quality
preschool education for their children.

1-800-433-3370 ext. 212

or you can see more about Child Development, Inc. preschool
programs by visiting our website at www.childdevelop.org
like our Facebook page
Child Development, Inc. (Schuylkill County, PA)
You will also find great resources and activates for your child.

Proud Member of

Proud member of the Schuylkill United Way

179 Pine Creek Drive
Orwigsburg, PA
www.kimmelschurch.org
570.943.2759

Join Us!

Sunday Worship Service

In-Person & Live Stream

Sunday, 10 am

(Service streams on Kimmels Facebook Page)

Classes Available Virtually:
Women'’s Study - 6:30 pm, Tuesdays
Men’s Study - 6 am, Wednesdays

Adult Small Group - 6:30 pm, Wednesdays

All virtual classes meet using zoom.us
Please call for additional details (570-943-2759)

- 13 -

Orwigsburg Happenings AUGUST 2020



A Town’s Spirit Reflected Through Its Churches

extra activities due to the restrictions by the CDC. Our
schedules will be posted on Facebook and our website
listed in this article.

The church office is open Monday and Friday
from 9 a.m. to noon and Thursday from 2 to 5 p.m.
Messages can be left on the office phone at 570-366-
2255. We suggest you phone the office to make sure
someone is present during these hours before you
visit. Please stay healthy!

Salem UMC

Salem United Methodist Church - where Liberty
and Independence meet - offers three unique worship
services each Sunday with a traditional worship at
8:45 a.m., a contemporary worship at 10:45, and the
SNL Coffeehouse at 6:30 p.m. Children’s Time, held
during both worship times, will resume in September.

A paid nursery attendant will return in September
to serve from 8:30 am. to 12:30 p.m. Both morn-
ing services are now in-person and also being live-
streamed each week.

SNL is Salem’s open door, coffeehouse-style wor-
ship experience, held Sunday evenings in Sandherr
Hall, the social area of the church. Special Movie
Nights begin at 6 p.m. SNL returns on Sunday, Sept. 6
kicking off the fall season with a Movie Night featur-
ing “Season of a Lifetime.” A faith and football series
starts then and runs to Sunday, Sept. 27 with the
movie “Run the Race,” again at 6 PM.

Salem will hold its annual Re-Gifting Sale
(Christmas in July) in August this year and will be
participating in the Town-Wide Yard Sale on August
15 from 8 a.m. to noon. This will take place on the
church office porch, located on the west side of S.
Liberty St. directly across from the church.

All upcoming events below are subject to change
due to state gathering protocols. Look for a Kid-Safe
Outdoor Event on Sunday, Aug. 30 as we hop down
the “belated” bunny trail. Check the church webpage
for details. We welcome back “Bells” on Sunday, Sept.
27 at both the 8:45 and 10:45 a.m. worship times.

October brings our annual “A Whole New Boo”
event that takes place in conjunction with the
Orwigsburg Halloween Parade on Wednesday, Oct. 28.
Prizes will be awarded in several costume categories.
Pre-registration begins October 1 on our web page.

Family Movie Nights return on Friday, Oct. 30 at
5:30 p.m. Supper, drinks, snacks and, of course, fresh
popcorn are provided. Check our webpage or the
white board sign in front of the church for upcoming
events.

New this year on Saturday, Nov. 7 is our inaugural
Canvas Café from 9:30 a.m to noon. Pre-register on
the church webpage. Spend a relaxing morning at our
coffee bar and paint a holiday masterpiece for your
home. Our holiday theme will be “Thanksgiving.”

Keep up to date on what is happening at Salem
Church by visiting our webpage at www.SalemUM.

Salem United Methodist Church

Transforming Lives Through Christ (TLC)

Sharing, Serving, Worshiping, Nurturing
133 S. Liberty St. Orwigsburg
www.SalemUM.com 570-366-0201

Sunday Worship - 8:45 Traditional « 10:45 Contemporary « 6:30 pm Coffee Style

A PAID NURSERY ATTENDANT IS AVAILABLE
FROM 8:30 a.m. TO 12:30 p.m.
Aug. 30 - Belated Bunny Trail (Register on Church Webpage)

Sept. 27 - Welcome Back Bells
8:45 & 10:45 a.m.

Oct. 28 - A Whole New BOO at the
Halloween Parade (Register on Church Webpage)

Oct. 30 - Family Movie Night Returns
5:30 in Sanderr Hall

Nov.7 - NEW!! Canvas Cafe (Register on Church Webpage)

Bible Study Opportunities — See Church Web Page

WELCOMING all with Godss love,
STRENGTHENING individuals for life’s journey,
BLESSING our wider community

ZION’S
RED CHURCH

1287 Centre Turnpike
Orwigsburg
www.zionsredchurch.com
Caring for Families since 1755!
Sunday Worship—10:30 a.m.

MONDAY, AUGUST 17
Letting Go: How to Forgive Others and Yourself
6:00 - 7:30 p.m. (One Night Bible Study)

MONDAY, AUGUST 24
Lutheran & Reformed: Why We Do What We Do?
6:00 -7:30 p.m. (One Night Bible Study)

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
Weekly Fall Bible Study Begins, 1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
“The Dogs”, musical guests at 10:30 a.m. service

*Online worship experiences available*

See our article for more details!

Orwigsburg Happenings AUGUST 2020
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com and our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
salemchurchorwigsburg .

Faith Church

Faith Church, located next to Ark Rentals at 1168
Centre Turnpike, welcomes all as we discover how to
navigate through these current and uncharted waters.

Faith Church is open for in-person worship on
Sundays at 10 a.m. and will have CDC guidelines in
place to safeguard the health and safety of everyone.
Or join the worship through live-streaming online at:
www.atfaithchurch.com. Past Sunday services are
also available on the website.

Faith’s themed small groups and outreach min-
istries are again active, with limits, but still seek to
help those in need. A county-wide outreach continues
helping anyone in need, coordinating prescription or
food pickup and delivery.

Additional information on these services and
much more can be found on the church website.

Take solace that God is in control and eventually
things will become more normal. Keep the faith! Trust
in God and keep your family distanced and safe.

Kimmels Church

Kimmels Church, 179 Pine Creek Drive just off
Kimmels Road on the eastern end of Orwigsburg, is
again open for in-person worship on Sundays at 10
a.m. Online live-streaming of the church service can
also be enjoyed, while remaining at home, by follow-

ing on the church’s Facebook page.

The leadership at Kimmels wants everyone to be
safe, so we have taken every precaution to protect
those who attend, by following CDC guidelines as
well as the Pennsylvania State Order for in-person
business operations. A COVID-19 link on the website,
kimmelschurch.org, provides information on what to
expect when attending in-person.

A “belated” Easter Egg Hunt (4000 “eggs™!) is cur-
rently planned for the church grounds on Sunday,
Oct. 4 beginning at 3 p.m. All are welcome, but please
check the Kimmels Church website for any changes
that may take place due to virus concerns.

St. John’s United
Church of Christ

232 E. Market St., Orwigsburg ¢ 570-366-2255
Spirit filled worship for contemporary souls

Online Worship Services at
StJohnOrwigsburg.org

Check our Facebook page, website, or
church sign for information.
In-person worship at 10 a.m. (Please wear a mask)

2 LOCATIONS I
SERVINGYOU

323 Dock Street 1
Schuylkill Haven §

570-593-8166 1

2083 W. Penn P|ke
f r/) /4/[& (D/U“ Suite #5

1
A Bfmuy Tuble Com/mny Andreas, PA

Open: Mon.-Sat. 7-5 570 386 2005 !

Closed:Sunday ~ thecakepros@outlook. comI

KG Projections, Inc.

Technical Consultants
Local Author Bookstore
Handcrafted Jewelry & Gifts

132 East Market Street, Suite 2
Orwigsburg, PA 17961

570-968-2173

FAITH CHURCH

loving God - loving people - serving the community

Senior Pastor Doug Cresswell

1168 Centre Turnpike

(next to Ark Rentals)

Orwigsburg, PA 17961
570-366-5131

Online Service
Available

Weekly
Celebration
Service
Sunday 10 a.m.

www.atfaithchurch.com

- 15 -
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PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage

PAID

- Pottsville PA
From where it all began 17901

. . . is happening again Permit No. 730

209 N. Warren St.
Orwigsburg, PA 17961

Official Matter
of Orwigsburg Borough

ECRWSS Postal Customer
Orwigsburg, PA 17961

A Friendly & Historic Community . .. Serving Its Residents - Welcoming Its Visitors

STOP IN & CHECK OUT

OUR FEATURED ITEMS

BIRDBATHS
& FOUNTAINS SALE

10-40% OFF

Landscape Design
Since 1976

Located on Rt. 61 next to Russo’s Pizza

HOURS: Saturday - 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 570-6 I 7-2200

Sunday - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. , _ Tim Hill ,
American Society of Landscape Architects
— PLEASE COME IN TO BROWSE ANYTIME -

SAFE DISTANCE PRACTICES seasonsart.com
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2020 26th ANNIVERSARY MEMBERSHIP

Celebrating 26 years of preserving the history and culture of
Orwigsburg and Southern Schuylkill County in 2020!

Name: Date:
I Street Address/P.O. Box: I
| City/Town: State: Zip Code: |
Telephone: Email:
Type of Membership (Please Check One): X
O Individual $20.00 [ Family $25.00 [ Corporate $50.00

I would like to make a contribution to the “2020 26th Anniversary Campaign” to help with much
I needed revitalization to the historic headquarters in the amount of $ |
| This contribution is “in honor of”/“in memory of” (please circle one) the following person/family: |

MAILTHIS FORM AND Orwigsburg Historical Society & Museum
CHECK MADE PAYABLE TO: 109 East Mifflin St., Orwigsburg, PA 17961

Phone 570-366-8769 for more information
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